
 
 

MEMBER CONDUCT COMMITTEE – 2ND DECEMBER 2019 
 

Report of the Monitoring Officer 
 

Part A 
 
ITEM 6 REVIEW OF THE PLANNING CODE OF GOOD PRACTICE 
 
Purpose of Report 
 
To provide the Committee with an opportunity to review the Planning Code of Good 
Practice.   
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Committee considers the one consultation response and considers whether 
they wish to recommend any amendments, taking into consideration that the Head of 
Planning and Regeneration does not recommend any changes to the Planning Code 
of Good Practice. 
 
Reason 
 
To consider any proposals that have been made to amend the Planning Code of 
Good Practice. 
 
Policy Justification and Previous Decisions 
 
The functions and responsibilities of the Committee set out in the Council’s 
Constitution include monitoring the operation of, and advising the Council on, the 
adoption or revision of codes and protocols relating to standards issues which 
included the Planning Code of Good Practice.  
 
Implementation Timetable including Future Decisions 
 
The Council reviews the Constitution each year.  As part of the review consultation is 
has been undertaken with officers, and members of the Plans Committee and the 
Member Conduct Commmittee. It is planned to submit the results of the 
Constitutional review to the Cabinet on 12th March 2020 and then to Council on 27th 
March 2010.   
 
Report Implications 
 
The following implications have been identified for this report. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
None 
 
Risk Management 
 
No risks have been identified with this decision. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Background Papers:  None 
 
Officers to Contact:  Adrian Ward  
    Head of Strategic Support and Monitoring Officer 

01509 634573 
adrian.ward@charnwood.gov.uk  
 
Karen Widdowson 
Democratic Services Manager and Deputy Monitoring 
Officer 
01509 634785 
Karen.widdowson@charnwood.gov.uk 
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Part B 
 
Background 
 
1. Members of the Plans Committee and the Member Conduct Committee, and the 

Head of Planning & Regeneration have been consulted by email about any 
amendments to the Planning Code of Good Practice that they felt may be 
beneficial. 
 

2. The following response from a Member of the Member Conduct Committee 
(Councillor Rollings) has been received about the Planning Code of Good 
Practice as follows: 

 

‘Page 24-6 of the Constitution -  8.1 onwards. This area needs tightening up to 

make it clear that a Councillor is only obliged to report ‘contact with a 

developer, applicant or objector’ if it relates to a current or proposed 

application which is to be determined by the Council. As currently drafted, any 

contact for any purpose from a developer would need to be reported’. 

 
3. The Head of Planning and Regeneration responded with the following 

comment: 
 
‘Section 8 of the Planning Code of Good Practice has advice for all Councillors 

and also Plans Committee members. The suggestion from the Councillor is not 

specific about whether the proposals are for either grouping’. 

‘Looking at the proposal carefully I suggest that the word ‘Council’ be replaced 

with “Planning Authority” in the Councillors suggestion above; nevertheless, 

section 8.1 reads that Councillors can involve themselves in discussions with 

developers, constituents and others about planning matters. It does however, 

then go on to say difficulties can be avoided if Councillors inform officers about 

approaches and seek advice. I think that the section provides appropriate 

balance.  I do not recommend any change to section 8.2. as there is a need to 

maintain the highest level of probity and transparency for our Plans Committee 

Members’. 

4. The current relevant sections of the Planning Code are: 
 

8. Contact with Applicants, Developers and Objectors 

(Application: All Councillors) 

8.1  If you are contacted by applicants, developers or objectors: 

• refer those who approach you for planning, procedural or 
technical advice to officers; 

• Councillors can involve themselves in discussions with 
developers, their constituents and others about planning matters. 
However, difficulties can be avoided if Councillors inform officers 
about any approaches made and seek advice.  



 
 

 

(Application: Plans Committee)  

8.2 If a member of the Plans Committee is contacted by an applicant, 

objector or developer:   

• they should refer any requests for planning, procedural or technical 
advice to officers; 

• they should report in writing to the Head of Planning and 
Regeneration any contact with an applicant, objector or developer 
which could (or could reasonably be perceived by the public) to 
effect the determination of a planning application, requesting that it 
is recorded on the planning file.   

• they should not agree to any formal, private meeting with applicants, 
developers or objectors if you can avoid it;  

• if you feel that a meeting or site visit would be useful in clarifying the 
issues, you should never seek to arrange that meeting yourself but 
should request the Head of Planning and Regeneration to organise 
it;  

• comply with the Council’s protocol relating to presentations in 
Chapter 25 of the Council’s Constitution.  Officer(s) will then ensure 
that those present at the meeting are advised from the start that the 
discussions will not bind the authority to any particular course of 
action, that the meeting is properly recorded on the application file 
and the record of the meeting is disclosed when the application is 
considered by the Plans Committee. 

• be aware of the rules relating to pre-determination and bias in 
section 5 of this Code; and 

• if you subsequently take part in the Plans Committee meeting 
considering this matter, disclose those contacts to the meeting. 

 

(Application: All Councillors) 

8.3  Councillors are able to attend public meetings and presentations by 

applicants/developers which are open to the public.  If you choose to 

attend: 

• do ask relevant questions for the purposes of clarifying your 
understanding of the proposals; 

• remember that the presentation is not part of the formal process 
of debate and that determination of any subsequent application 
will be carried out by the Plans Committee; 

• be aware of the rules relating to pre-determination and bias in 
section 5 of this Code. 

 
5. The Committee is asked to consider whether any further clarification is required 

within the Planning Code regarding contact by applicants, developers or 
objectors. 
  


